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ENGROSSED HOUSE BI LL 1171

Passed Legislature - 2011 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngton 62nd Legi sl ature 2011 Regul ar Session

By Representatives Rolfes, Arnmstrong, Liias, Billig, Angel, Finn,
Appl et on, Seaqui st, and Reykdal

Read first time 01/13/11. Referred to Commttee on Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to high capacity transportation system plan
conponents and revi ew;, and anendi ng RCW81. 104. 100 and 81. 104. 110.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWB81.104.100 and 1992 ¢ 101 s 23 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

To assure devel opnent of an effective high capacity transportation
system | ocal authorities shall follow the follow ng planning process
only if_ their system plan_includes a_ rail fixed guideway system
conponent _or _a_ bus_rapid transit_ conponent that is_planned by a
regional transit authority:

(1) Regional, multinodal transportation planning is the ongoing
urban transportation planning process conducted in each urbanized area
by its regional transportation planning organization. During this
process, regional transportation goals are identified, travel patterns
are analyzed, and future land use and travel are projected. The
process provides a conprehensive view of the region's transportation
needs but does not select specified nodes to serve those needs. The
process shall identify a priority corridor or corridors for further
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study of high capacity transportation facilities if it is deened
feasi ble by local officials.

(2) High capacity transportation system planning is the detailed
eval uation of a range of high capacity transportation system options,
i ncl udi ng: Do nothing, low capital, and ranges of higher capital
facilities. To the extent possible this evaluation shall take into
account the wurban mass transportation admnistration's requirenents
identified in subsection (3) of this section.

High capacity transportation system planning shall proceed as
fol | ows:
(a) Organization and nanagenent. The responsible |ocal transit

agency or agencies shall define roles for various |ocal agencies,
revi ew background information, provide for public involvenent, and
devel op a detailed work plan for the systempl anni ng process.

(b) Devel opnent of options. Options to be studied shall be
devel oped to ensure an appropriate range of technol ogies and service
policies can be evaluated. A do-nothing option and a |ow capital
option that maxim zes the current system shall be devel oped. Several
hi gher capital options that consider a range of capital expenditures
for several candi date technol ogi es shall be devel oped.

(c) Analysis nethods. The local transit agency shall devel op
reports describing the analysis and assunptions for the estination of
capital costs, operating and naintenance costs, nethods for travel
forecasting, a financial plan and an eval uati on net hodol ogy.

(d) The system plan submtted to the voters pursuant to RCW
81.104. 140 shall address, but is not limted to the follow ng issues:

(1) Identification of [|evel and types of high capacity
transportation services to be provided,

(1i1) A plan of high occupancy vehicle | anes to be construct ed;

(ti1) ldentification of route alignnents and station | ocations with
sufficient specificity to permt calculation of costs, ridership, and
system i npacts;

(tv) Performance characteristics of technologies in the system
pl an;

(v) Patronage forecasts;

(vi) A financing plan describing: Phasing of investnents; capital
and operating costs and expected revenues; cost-effectiveness
represented by a total cost per systemrider and new rider estinmate;

EHB 1171. SL p. 2
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estimated ridership and the cost of service for each individual high
capacity line; and identification of the operating revenue to operating
expense ratio.

The financing plan shall specifically differentiate the proposed
use of funds between high capacity transportation facilities and
servi ces, and hi gh occupancy vehicle facilities;

(vii) Description of the relationship between the high capacity
transportati on systemplan and adopted | and use pl ans;

(viii) An assessnent of social, economc, and environnental
i npacts; and

(ix) Mbility characteristics of the system presented, including
but not Ilimted to: Qualitative description of system service
phi | osophy and inpacts; qualitative systemreliability; travel tinme and
nunmber of transfers between selected residential, enploynent, and
activity centers; and system and activity center node splits.

(3) High capacity transportation project planning is the detailed
identification of alignnents, station |ocations, equi pnent and systens,
construction schedules, environnental effects, and costs. Hi gh
capacity transportation project planning shall proceed as follows: The
| ocal transit agency shall analyze and produce information needed for

the preparation of environnental inpact statenents. The i npact
statenents shall address the inpact that devel opnent of such a system
wll have on abutting or nearby property owners. The process of
identification of alignnents and station |ocations shall include
notification of affected property owners by normal |egal publication.
At m nimum such notification shall include notice on the sane day for

at least three weeks in at | east two newspapers of general circul ation
in the county where such project is proposed. Special notice of
heari ngs by the conspi cuous posting of notice, in a manner designed to
attract public attention, in the vicinity of areas identified for
station locations or transfer sites shall al so be provided.

In order to increase the |likelihood of future federal funding, the
project planning processes shall follow the urban mass transportation
adm nistration's requirenents as described in "Procedures and Techni cal
Met hods for Transit Project Planning", published by the United States
departnent of transportation, urban mass transportati on adm nistrati on,
Sept enber 1986, or the nost recent edition. Nothing in this subsection
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shall be construed to preclude detail ed evaluation of nore than one
corridor in the planning process.

The departnent of transportation shall provide system and project
pl anni ng review and nonitoring in cooperation with the expert review
panel identified in RCW 81.104.110. In addition, the local transit
agency shall maintain a continuous public involvenent program and seek
i nvol venent of other governnent agenci es.

Sec. 2. RCWS81.104.110 and 2005 ¢ 319 s 136 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The legislature recognizes that the planning processes
described in RCW81.104. 100 provide a recogni zed framework for guiding
hi gh capacity transportation studies. However, the process cannot
guarantee appropriate decisions unless key study assunptions are
r easonabl e.

(2) To assure appropriate system plan assunptions and to provide
for review of system plan results, an expert review panel shall be
appoi nted to provide independent technical review for devel opnment of
any systempl an which_

(a) Is to be funded in whole or in part by the inposition of any
voter-approved local option funding sources enunerated in RCW
81.104. 140; and

(b) Includes a rail fixed guideway system conponent or a bus rapid
transit conponent that is planned by a regional transit authority.

((6H)) (3) The expert review panel shall consist of five to ten
menbers who are recogni zed experts in relevant fields, such as transit
oper at i ons, pl anni ng, enmer gi ng transportation t echnol ogi es,
engi neering, finance, law, the environnent, geography, econom cs, and
political science.

((2)) (4) The expert review panel shall be sel ected cooperatively
by the chairs of the senate and house transportation conmttees, the
secretary of the departnent of transportation, and the governor to
assure a balance of disciplines. In the case of counties adjoining
anot her state or Canadi an province the expert review panel nenbership
shall be selected cooperatively with representatives of the adjoining
state or Canadi an provi nce.

((3))) (5) The chair of the expert review panel shall be
desi gnated by the appointing authorities.
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((4r)) (6) The expert review panel shal | serve W thout
conpensation but shall be reinbursed for expenses according to RCW
43. 03. 050 and 43.03.060. Reinbursenent shall be paid fromwthin the
exi sting resources of the |local authority planning under this chapter.

((65))) (7) The panel shall carry out the duties set forth in
subsections ((£6))) (8) and ((£A)) (9) of this section until the date
on which an welection is held to consider the high capacity
transportation systemand fi nanci ng pl ans.

((66))) (8) The expert panel shall review all reports required in
RCW 81. 104. 100(2) and shall concentrate on service nodes and concepts,
costs, patronage and financi ng eval uati ons.

((6H)) (9) The expert panel shall provide tinely reviews and
comments on individual reports and study conclusions to the departnent
of transportation, the regional transportation planning organization,
the joint regional policy commttee, and the submtting |ead transit
agency. In the case of counties adjoining another state or Canadi an
provi nce, the expert review panel shall provide its reviews, comments,
and conclusions to the representatives of the adjoining state or
Canadi an provi nce.

((8))) (10) The local authority planning under this chapter shal
contract for consulting services for expert review panels. The anount
of consul tant support shall be negotiated with each expert revi ew panel
by the local authority and shall be paid from within the |ocal

authority's existing resources.

Passed by the House March 3, 2011.

Passed by the Senate April 6, 2011.

Approved by the Governor April 20, 2011.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State April 20, 2011.
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